230                    THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA   GANDHI
among Indians was 382, and not 741, as stated, the rate among free Indians and
indentured Indians being 157 and 766, respectively. He was informed that a
Magisterial inquiry was made into the circumstances attending each case of
suicide, and whenever the evidence tended to show that the fatality in any way
resulted from ill-treatment received from an employer or employee, the Protector
of Indian Immigrants made a personal visit to the estate and inquired into the
circumstances. In one instance, and one only, did the evidence tend in this direc-
tion. Generally speaking, witnesses stated that they could give no reason for
the suicide, and if those who were supposed to know declined to give any informa-
tion, it was impossible in many cases to arrive at even a probable cause. The
general rate among Natal Indians in 1902 appeared to have been 3333 and in
1901, 383, so that the rate for the year 1903 was not altogether exceptional.
This rate had been exceeded in Paris.
Sir Mancherjee's figures have been taken from this paper,1 and Mr.
Lyttelton put into Sir Mancherjee's mouth a statement which we see
he has never made, and then denied the authority of his figures. Sir Man-
cherjee enquired whether the rate was not 741 per million among inden-
tured Indians. There is a slight error, namely, that Sir Mancherjee refers
to 31 cases. Now the 31 cases are the total number of suicides, of which
23 were among the indentured Indians, but his ratio is quite correct.
Sir Mancherjee's figures, therefore, remain quite unchallenged and, as
the Daily News has pointed out, by the figures that Mr. Lyttelton him-
self produced, he has simply given additional force to the remarks made
by the Indian member, for, according to Mr. Lyttelton's ratio, the figure
is not 741 but 766 as against 157 among free Indians. These are eloquent
if also very painful figures. And in the face of those appalling figures,
Mr. Lyttelton declared himself satisfied with the meagre reference to the
matter in the Protector's report, and in so doing, he has, in our humble
opinion, missed the very point we have raised. We do not yet ascribe
the suicide to the ill-treatment received from the employers, as Mr. Lyttel-
ton has evidently assumed, but we do say that the condition which causes
such a death-rate from self-destruction is such as to call for an enquiry,
in the interests of both the employers and the employed. We know that
the rate is not exceptional for the year under discussion, but it has been
going on from year to year, and that is the worst of the situation. That
is why we consider it to be high time a full and impartial enquiry were
instituted. It may be that it is the situation under which the indentured
men are placed which is to blame rather than any actual ill-treatment
by the employers. It may be that the men themselves who are called upon
to do the work find it too trying for them, or that there are climatic condi-
tions which predispose them to such acts or that it is simply home sick-
ness on their part. Be the cause whatever it may, it is essential that the
public should know exactly what it is, and that the Indian mind also
which is very much agitated over it should be satisfied on the point. We
cannot, therefore, understand what possible objection there could be to
1 Vide "Indentured Indians", 4-6-1904; it is not unlikely that Gandhiji sent Bhownaggree
a copy of this article.